
 

 

 

 

Course Description: Students in 5
th
 grade Social Studies take United States Studies: 1865 to the present. Students will continue 

their study of United States History from 4
th
 grade Social Studies. They will begin with the period of Reconstruction in the 

United States. Other topics will include westward expansion, the United States as a world power, World War II, and the Cold 

War. The course will end with present day issues in the United States. During the course, students will be exposed to the social 

studies literacy skills for the twenty-first century. Some examples of these literacy skills for 5
th
 grade include utilizing different 

types of media to synthesize Social Studies information, identifying and explaining cause and effect relationships, and analyzing 

multiple sources to identify bias. Sources include transcripts, relevant videos, speeches, photographs, political cartoons, etc. 

 

Instructional Goals:  Students in 5th grade Social Studies take United States Studies: 1865 to the present day. 

 

 The students will develop an understanding of the Reconstruction Period in United States History and how it was a great 

time of change and struggles when rebuilding the United States following the Civil War.  

 The students will develop an understanding of the period of US westward expansion and the challenges migrants faced while 

moving into the more western regions.  Students will also learn the effects on groups of people and on the environment as a 

result of western expansion. 

 The students will develop an understanding of the changes and challenges the US faced during the Industrialization period.  

Students will also see how immigrants struggled but also made contributions to the US during this same time period.   

 The students will develop an understanding of the events leading to the Unites States becoming known as a world power 

during the late 1800’s and early 1900s.   

 The students will develop an understanding of the economic challenges of the 1920s and 1930s periods of US History.   

  The students will develop an understanding of the causes and effects related to the US’s involvement in World War II. 

 The students will develop an understanding of the social, economic, and political events during the Cold War Era.   

 The students will develop an understanding of advances in technology and the economic and environmental challenges faced 

by the United States during the period from the fall of the Soviet Union to present day.   

 

 
 

  

 

Chapin Intermediate School 

http://www.lexrich5.org/ChapinIS.cfm 

 

Course:  Social Studies Instructor: Michaela Easterling South Carolina Uniform 

Grading Scale 

A= 90-100  

B= 80-89 

C= 70-79  

D= 60-69  

F= Below 60 

Email: measterl@lexrich5.org Office phone number: 575-5700 

Website:  

 

 

 

          

Time available for extra tutoring: 
*per student request 

 

Time available for conferencing 
 or phone calls: as needed after school 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays  

Assessments/Grading: 

 

Major Assignments (Tests/Projects) = 45% 

Quizzes = 35% 

Classwork and Homework = 20% 

 

Please know that some assignments that are not 

quizzes may fall into the “Quizzes” category.  These 

assignments require a more significant amount of 

work and content understanding than classwork 

assignments but not to the level of a major assignment.  

In these instances, the teacher will announce in 

advance that the assignment is weighted as a quiz and 

not a classwork assignment. 
 

 

Scope and Sequence: 

 

1
st
 Quarter   3

rd
 Quarter 

Civil War Reconstruction Boom and Bust Westward 

Expansion   Becoming a World Power 

 

2
nd

 Quarter    4
th

 Quarter 

Industrialization and Immigration Cold War 

Becoming a World Power  Current Day 

 

Process for Posting Grades 

 5 school days for minor assignments 

 10 school days for major or extended assignments 

* Please note: Principals reserve the right to extend the 

number of days within the Process for Posting Grades due to 

circumstances that may arise.  Parents will be notified in a 

timely manner of any changes that may occur.  

 

Textbook: United States Modern Times 

By McGraw Hill Education 

http://lexington.schoolwires.net/cms/Workspace/Section/Section.aspx?DomainId=1539 

http://lexington.schoolwires.net/cms/Workspace/Section/Section.aspx?DomainId=1539

